
 
 
Dear CFF members, 
 
While we sort out some of the delays we are having with the Newsletter and 
updated website, we are reaching out to you through this letter to ensure that you 
are aware of recent developments and upcoming events.  We are sending it 
electronically to those whose e-mail addresses we have in our automated list, 
and by regular postal service to those who do not have e-mail addresses.   
 

Finnish Canadian Grand Festival 2012 
 
As reported in the last Newsletter (October 2010, Volume 2, Issue 1), we were 
approached by the Finnish Canadian Cultural Federation (FCCF) about hosting 
the Finnish Canadian Grand Festival 2012 in Ottawa.  The Board of Directors 
deliberated on this proposal thoughtfully and at length.  Based on the limited 
response from CFF (Ottawa) members, and looking at the proposal realistically, 
the Board took the decision at its meeting on 3 November that we would, with 
regret, decline the invitation of the FCCF.  We conveyed this decision to Mr. 
Hans Myrskog of the FCCF on 4 November.   
 
The Board of Directors thanks those members who took the time to respond to 
our request for comments.  It is our hope that CFF (Ottawa) members will attend 
and support Finnish Canadian Grand Festival 2012 wherever it is held.  The 
2011 festival will take place in Vancouver; we’ll bring you additional information in 
the months ahead. 
 

An evening with Varpu Lindström and Börje Vähämäki on 29 September 
 
A small but enthusiastic group of CFF (Ottawa) members attended the 
presentations by scholars Varpu Lindström and Börje Vähämäki for the first event 
of the season held on Wednesday, September 29, 2010 at St. Bartholomew's 
Church Hall.   
  
First, Varpu Lindström spoke briefly about her latest book, I Won't Be a Slave:  
Selected Articles on Finnish Canadian Women's History, published by Aspasia 
Books.  The book's five articles are about the Sointula Utopian experiment of 
1902-1905, Finnish domestic workers in Canada from 1911-1930, the 
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radicalization of Finnish farm women in Northwestern Ontario in the period 1910-
1930, Finnish women's experience in lumber camps from 1920-1939, and the 
media representation of Finnish and Finnish-Canadian women during the Winter 
War.  CFF members were able to purchase signed copies of the book at the 
book display set up by Aspasia Books and manned by Adrian Best.  Aspasia 
Books generously donated a percentage of their sales revenues to CFF 
(Ottawa). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lindström's presentation was followed by Börje Vähämäki's lecture on 19th 
century Finnish author and playwright Minna Canth and her contributions to 
Finnish and European drama.  This remarkable woman's unconventional ideas, 
challenges to authority and strong personal convictions are as inspiring today as 
they were radical during her lifetime.  Aspasia Books will be releasing 
Vähämäki's book on Minna Canth this autumn, making her life's work more 
accessible to English-speakers. 
 
 

Christmas Finnish Language Church events 
 

Thanks to Marita Lögren for providing the following information: 
 
·  Favourite Christmas carols (Finnish /English) on Sunday, November 28, 

2010 
·  Christmas Service on Sunday, December 12, 2010. 
  
Both events take place at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 400 Sparks Street, at 
3:00 pm.  Entrance by the side door only.  Note:  The side door will be locked at 
3.30 pm and unlocked as soon as we move from the church to the church hall for 
refreshments. 

  

Costa Kapsalis, Ida Capern and 
Eric Kangas check out the 
selection from Aspasia Books 
with help from Adrian Best 

Börje Vähämäki and Jon Couch 
agree that the world would 
benefit if Minna Canth were here 
today 



Ottawa launch of Eric Enno Tamm’s The Horse That Leaps Through Clouds  
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CFF Annual Joulujuhla/Christmas Party 
Mark your calendar!  CFF (Ottawa) will hold the annual Christmas Party on 
Friday 3 December 2010 at St. Bartholomew’s Church Hall, 125 MacKay Street 
beginning at 7 PM.   Bring your voices, your friends, your good cheer. 

 

CFF (Ottawa) and the Canadian Nordic 
Society joined forces on 28 October to host 
the Ottawa launch of author and adventurer 
Eric EnnoTamm’s personal story of re-tracing 
the 1906 trip to China by Baron Gustaf 
Mannerheim.  Tamm’s book, The Horse That 
Leaps Through Clouds: A Tale of Espionage, 
the Silk Road and the Risk of Modern China, 
weaves the experiences of the two men into 
one work that offers “a cautionary tale about 
the breathtaking rise of China” both today and 
a century ago.   
 
After a riveting presentation, introduced by 
Minister-Counsellor Petri Kruuti of the 
Embassy of Finland, Tamm answered many 
questions from the appreciative audience and 
signed copies of his book.   
 

 
 
Tamm reports that the new Swedish edition of 
Mannerheim's Asia journal has just been 
nominated for a top Finnish non-fiction book 
award.  Further details can be found on 
Tamm’s blog: http://horsethatleaps.com/teito/ 
 

 

Minister-Counsellor Petri Kruuti 
spoke about the importance of 
Mannerhein in Finland’s history 

 

Minister-Counsellor Petri Kruuti, Embassy 
of Finland 
Dorothy Ahlgren, President of CFF Ottawa 
Eric Enno Tamm, author 
Len Sillanpää, President of Canadian 
Nordic Society 


